Board of Directors Special Meeting Minutes
January 9, 2020
DRAFT

The January 9, 2020 Special Meeting of the Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District Board
of Directors was called to order by Board Chair Ortega at 7:04 p.m. in the McHale Room at the
Community Center.
ROLL CALL
BOARD PRESENT:

Bonato, Glover, Ortega, Pierce, Shess

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Board Member Pierce led the Pledge of Allegiance.
PUBLIC COMMENT
MARK LUBISZEWSKI, Pleasant Hill Resident, had a question on bocce registration and provided
feedback regarding the current system which favors returning teams.
DICK OFFERMAN, Pleasant Hill resident, was advocating for the old library to stay open and to not
close the current library until the new library is completed.
KAREN YAPP, Pleasant Hill resident, came to represent a group called Keep Our Libraries Open
(KOLO). She expressed her concerns about closing the library while the new library is being built.
There have been suggestions from the City of Pleasant Hill and the Library to have a temporary
library at the Teen Center and Senior Center, but they feel this would not be enough space. She
asked the District to write up a resolution or letter to the County on trying to keep the library open.
DARCY MATHEWS, Pleasant Hill resident, spoke about the School House built in 1920, which is a
100-year old historical building. She requested the Board to investigate other uses for the building.
REPORT FROM EX-OFFICIO SOPHIA DE VILLE, COLLEGE PARK HIGH SCHOOL
Ex-Officio Sophia De Ville wished everyone a Happy New Year. She stated that the Teen Council
did not yet meet in January. They are working on Battle of the Bands. She also reported on the
activities for College Park High School where one activity is where the students are conducting a
blood drive for College Park High School Alumni John Daly who is a police officer and has injuries
from an accident from last year and will be having his 32 nd surgery and needs blood. Board Chair
Ortega thanked Sophia for her report.
REPORT FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER (Attachment A)
General Manager Lacy reviewed the report enclosed in the board packet. She added the following
announcements verbally:
• Lacy handed out the monthly financial statement from the Administrative Services Manager.
• She announced the Architectural Review Commission approved the plans for the Pleasant Hill
Baseball Association storage building and recommended approval to the Planning
Commission.
• The Pleasant Oaks Park all abilities playground is almost completed and at the end of
February should have a ribbon cutting to open before the PHBA season.
• Staff is evaluating the damages to the Pleasant Oaks Park field and should be repaired
before the baseball season. It is not as substantial as originally estimated.

• She stated that Denise Koroslev is officially retiring as President of Rodgers Ranch Heritage
Center and Aloma Levine is taking over as President.
Board Member Shess asked a question about the incident at Pleasant Oaks Park regarding damage
to the fields due to a vehicle. He said there are similar incidents at Sequoia Middle School and one
at an open area at Patterson and Oak Park Boulevard. General Manager Lacy stated she has been
in contact with Police Chief Hill and was unaware of the other incidents.
Board Member Bonato asked if there are further steps taken to better protect any future situations.
Lacy said there was immediate remediation taken by putting larger boulders to prevent any vehicles
accessing onto the fields, but staff will continue to evaluate the need for additional permanent
fencing. Board Chair Ortega asked about the Preschool Fair and if it is a sellout among vendors.
Lacy stated it is always a sellout event.
CONSENT CALENDAR (Attachment B)
a. Approve Bills to be Paid, Warrants #27845-27930 (Exhibit 1)
b. Approve Minutes of October 24, 2019 and November 7, 2019 (Exhibit 2)
Motion: To approve consent calendar with a correction on the November 7, 2-019 minutes,
Action: Approve, Moved by Bobby Glover, Seconded by Zac Shess.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Ayes = 5).
Ayes: Sandra Bonato, Bobby Glover, Jennifer Ortega, Andrew Pierce, Zac Shess.
AUTHORIZE GENERAL MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR
UNDERWRITING SERVICES WITH BRANDIS TALLMAN LLC (Attachment C)
General Manager Lacy recommended entering into an agreement for underwriting services with
Brandis Tallman in the event Measure A is successful. She introduced Representative Jeff Land
who answered some of the questions of the Board. Lacy said it will be on a contingency basis
based on the selling of the bonds. The Board Members expressed how they are looking forward to
working with Brandis Tallman and felt that it will be good to move forward. Bonato stated in the
past, working with Brandis Tallman has been a great experience.
Motion: To Authorize General Manager to enter into an agreement for Underwriting Services
with Brandis Tallman LLC, Action: Approve, Moved by Sandra Bonato, Seconded by Andrew
Pierce.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Ayes = 5).
Ayes: Sandra Bonato, Bobby Glover, Jennifer Ortega, Andrew Pierce, Zac Shess.
INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATION REGARDING BIKE PARKS AND PUMP TRACKS BY
DANIELLE DRIER OF THE BAY AREA BIKE PROJECT (Attachment D)
General Manager Lacy asked Danielle Drier to give her presentation on bike parks and pump tracks.
Drier is the Executive Director of a non-profit organization called Bay Area Bike Project. She
explained what bike parks are and pump parks and the differences. She expressed that many kids
learn to ride on streets and their neighborhoods. She said that bike parks build bonds and
regardless of age, all can enjoy bike parks. She said it is the future of our kids. There are 57
million people that bike ride in North America. She showed a presentation of the McLaren Bike Park
in San Francisco.
Board Members asked questions of Drier and she answered their questions. Pleasanton, Napa,
Novato, Richmond, Santa Cruz, San Francisco, Lake Cunningham in San Jose are some other areas
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that have bike parks. Drier said the community would like to have one closer to this community.
Board Chair Ortega opened public comment.
KYLE BERG, Pleasant Hill resident, has three sons that ride and asked to have a bike park in the
community. He is a cub master for the Boy Scouts, and they do a community service day. He said
this would be a great opportunity for the scouts to clean up the park and do some volunteer work
in something they like.
DAVID CERVENKA, Lafayette resident, said he is the Middle School Mountain Bike Coach. There
are a lot of kids interested in biking. He asked the Board to take their kids to a bike park and they
would not be able to get out in less than two hours.
ALEX NELSON, Pleasant Hill resident, said he has three kids that bike, the youngest is his 3-year old
daughter. He stated they spend a whole day outing when they go to bike parks.
MORGAN FOSTER, Pleasant Hill resident, has two sons that ride religiously and asked the Board to
consider a bike park. She stated that there is a lot of kids that ride in their community to school
and this would be great addition to the community.
MARK LUBISZEWSKI, Pleasant Hill resident, asked questions of the bike group and they answered
his questions.
ANNIE LECLAIRE, Pleasant Hill resident, said she is a family therapist and school psychologist. She
supports that we need more community spaces for kids outdoors.
ISIDRO ALVAREZ, Pleasant Hill resident, he spoke about his experience as a biker and mentioned
several areas that would improve parks and would be a great location for a bike park.
STEVEN MARTINO, Pleasant Hill resident, said he is a biker as well as his family. He has a
landscaping company and has spoken to his suppliers and they are willing to donate towards a
park. He has dirt and staff to help build a bike park. He said the maintenance is low for a bike
park, they would just need the space.
ROBERT ANKE, Pleasant Hill resident, was a former elementary school teacher and fought for a
bike park in Lafayette and really supports having a bike park. He said Pleasant Hill is a great
location for a bike park. He stated there is not a local bike park easily accessible by bike.
COLIN VENSKO AND LUKE FOSTER, Pleasant Hill residents, said they should have a bike park to
ride with friends. He wants a local skate park and said it took an hour to get there. They allow
bikes, skateboards and scooters. He would love to have a bike park for a new generation of bikers.
GRANT HAMILTON, Martinez resident, supports building a bike park in the community and asked
about the hotel tax to create tourism and he thought we can use some of those funds to build a
bike park.
Board Chair Ortega closed public comment. There is no action on this item and was for discussion
purposes only. She expressed that the next agenda item will discuss some of the Master Plan.
Board Member Glover thanked everyone for being here and this provided the Board an opportunity
to understand bike parks.
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DISCUSSION AND INPUT REGARDING FINAL PROPOSED CONCEPTUAL DESIGNS OF
DISTRCT PARKS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE FINAL MASTER PLAN (ATTACHMENT D)
General Manager Lacy explained that this is an opportunity for the Board and community to make
sure nothing was missed in the Draft Master Plan. Also, whether to include a potential bike park
and where that might be. It was brought up late in the process and discussion should include all
changes of the Board and community output. She said they may change plans in the future and
may find something better suited for another location. The details of plans will still be decided
later, closer to the time of each project, and will need Board approval.
Lacy reiterated that the Master Plan is to envision the future of our park system and includes all 14
locations that the District owns. She said this is to have plans of what projects we need to improve
in our park systems, and this is a 10-20-year plan.
Board Chair Ortega opened public comment.
DANIELLE DRIER, Pleasant Hill resident, she said all the bike parks mentioned were in collaboration
with the non-profit organization Bay Area Bike Project and said the costs to build a bike park is low.
She said the non-profit organization would be interested in collaborating with the District and
provide resources to assist in building a bike park in Pleasant Hill.
ISIDRO ALVAREZ, Pleasant Hill resident, offered input and suggestions regarding potential locations
for a bike park.
DARCY MATHEWS, Pleasant Hill resident, offered input regarding potential placement of bike park
and was not in favor of the School House site.
MARK LUBISZEWSKI, said that Paso Nogal Park has been brought up again. He lives across the
street and does not recommend having it as a location for a bike park. There are beautiful Oak
trees there and asked to look at other locations. He already said they have to deal with a dog park.
WENDY GOLLOP, Pleasant Hill resident, provided her opinions on the potential placement of a bike
park in various locations.
TIFFANY CAVANAUGH, Concord resident, provided input regarding potential bike park locations and
offered assistance in maintaining a new bike park.
GRANT HAMILTON, Pleasant Hill resident, asked about Measure A. Lacy said it is a funding
mechanism for Recreation and Park District to create, fix and update facilities and parks. He asked
if the Measure is passed, how long it would take to build a bike park. She stated maybe a few
years, but there are many factors involved.
Board Chair Ortega closed public comment and thanked everyone for their comments. Board
Members discussed the pros and cons of various potential locations for inclusion of a bike park.
Board provided direction to staff to include mention of a future bike park in the Master Plan, but
that more investigation needed to commence before identifying a location.
General Manager Lacy said she has better direction from the Board to consider further location
options for a bike park. She will also put back the tennis/pickle ball court at the Winslow Center.
Some further extensive discussion followed where the Board Members expressed some other
options and ideas to include or exclude from the Master Plan. Lacy will incorporate the comments
and bring the final plan for adoption at the next Board Meeting.
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BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REQUESTS TO STAFF
Bonato made the following announcements/questions:
• She asked about the Rodgers-Smith Park signage. Park Superintendent Tom Bradley will
be checking with the contractor.
• She asked to plan a bus trip and tour of some of the facilities and parks.
• She gave a public shout out to Denise Koroslev for all her contributions to Pleasant Hill
residents for what she has done for Rodgers Ranch.
Glover made the following announcements/questions:
• He had nothing to report.
Shess made the following announcements/questions:
• He provided updates on the Measure A Campaign. He invited the Board and community to
the fundraiser and kickoff on Tuesday, Jan. 21 at Wise Girl Ristorante from 5:30 – 7:00
p.m.
• He attended the comedy event and said it was a good show.
Pierce made the following announcements/questions:
• He said the Employee End of the Year party was nice and he enjoyed it.
• He wanted to give kudos to the new website Rec and Park home page with all staff with
the Play t-shirts and the pictures of the all abilities playground in progress.
• He attended the Liaison Committee Meeting on January 6 th with Chair Ortega with Council
Member Flaherty and Council Member Harris at the District Office. They discussed the
issues with homelessness, update on the Master Plan and the City updated on their
General Plan and the updates on the Library Plans.
Ortega made the following announcements/questions:
• She said the Liaison Committee Meeting went well and it was good to meet with the
Councilmembers.
• She thanked Board Member Bonato suggesting a bus tour of District facilities. She will
follow up with the General Manager.
• She said it was good to celebrate the end of the year staff party. She thanked staff for
putting on the event.
• She will be out March 5 – 14 and will miss the first board meeting in March and opening
day of PHBA.
• The Recreation and Park District article from General Manager Michelle Lacy in the
Community Focus was great.
• The Mayor’s State of the City Breakfast on Tuesday, February 4 at 7:30 a.m. at the Contra
Costa Country Club. Please let Susie know if you will be attending.
ADJOURNMENT
Board Chair Ortega adjourned the meeting at 9:47 p.m.

_______________________________
Michelle Lacy, Clerk of the Board
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