
    

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
May 23, 2012 

 
 

  

The May 23, 2012 Board Meeting of the Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District Board of 
Directors was called to order by Board Chair Donaghu at 6:40 p.m. in the Conference Room at 
the Administration Office.  Donaghu announced that the Board met in closed session but no 
action was taken.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Board Chair Donaghu led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
BOARD PRESENT:  Donaghu, Bonato, Sterrett, Shepard, Glover   
 
STAFF PRESENT: Berggren, Blair, Hunn, Luke, Lischeske, Miller, Young, Spatz, Riley, 
Bradley 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 No public comment. 
 
TO CONSIDER AWARDING BID FOR THE COMMUNITY CENTER BOND PROJECT 
(ACTION) 
 
Wesley Barry from Midstate Construction spoke and he asked that the Board award the Community 
Center Bid Project to Midstate due to the DL FALK bid being non-responsive.  Janice Sutton Vice 
President of DL Falk Construction, also spoke in regard to the Bid Project Sutton stated that DL Falk 
disagrees with Midstate Construction’s comments, and said that their firm is responsive and would 
like to be considered for the Community Center project.   
 
Staff recommended that the Board continue this item at a special Board meeting on May 29, 2012 at 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Upon motion of Board Members Glover & Bonato, the Board approved the awarding of the Bid for 
the Community Center to be tabled to the special meeting on May 29, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.  
 
TO REVIEW PROJECT SCHEDULE AND PROJECT BUDGET 
This item will be discussed at the June 8, 2012 Board Study Session. 
 
BOND UPDATES 
  
Bonato asked how the Board Tour of the Senior Center and the Teen Center went prior to the Board 
meeting. All who attended the tour agreed that the facilities are very impressive.   
 
The General Manager gave the following updates: 

 Hamid Sarvi made a donation to the Capital Projects campaign. 
 Pleasant Hill Baseball Association donated to the naming of a field at Pleasant Oaks Park. 
 The Water District along with the Sanitary District has begun their layout for their work at 

the Community Center. 

 There will be preliminary plans in June for Pleasant Oaks Park. 
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Board Chair Donaghu started the regular board meeting at 7:09 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No Public Comment 
 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER GENESIS CASSIDY WAS NOT IN ATTENDANCE.  BOARD CHAIR 
DONAGHU READ THE FOLLOWING REPORT FROM CASSIDY: 

 College Park is in the middle of class elections, Cassidy will be running for Sophomore Class 
President. 

 The Teen Council just completed the Relay for Life fundraiser this past Saturday.  
 The Teen Council will be taking pictures of the new Teen Center this Friday. 
 Cassidy will return as next year’s ex-officio member. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR (ACTION)  

a. TO APPROVE BILLS TO BE PAID 
b. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY  22, 2012  

 
Upon motion of Board Members Bonato & Shepard, the Board approved the Bills to be Paid and the 
February 22nd minutes. 
 
TO CONSIDER PROJECTS FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY 
 
Acting Park Supervisor Tom Bradley suggested a number of  Community Service Day Projects which 
included;  small painting projects in the parks, a massive trash pick up in our parks and the creek 
area that runs through Shadowood Park, painting the art panels, and washing our fleet of trucks 
and busses.  Bradley is trying to pick out projects that require minimal supervision due to his 
shortage of staff.  At this point he has one of his full-time staff volunteering at Rodger’s Ranch, and 
two other full-time staff will be assisting Bradley on many of the projects. 
 
Michael Harris, City Council Member of Pleasant Hill spoke saying that the City could potentially 
provide the District with 100 volunteers: Harris encouraged the District to take advantage of this 
once a year opportunity to work on the Parks within the District.  Harris also said he will ask the 
City staff to help the District any way that they can. 
 
Bonato asked staff to see if additional employees would be willing to commit to the Community 
Service Day.  Bonato also requested a follow up report on this item be included in the second June 
Board meeting.   
 
REPORT ON THE USAGE OF THE SPRAYGROUND PARK 
 
Aquatics Supervisor Korey Riley reported on the research that has been conducted as per the 
Board’s request into how to open the Sprayground facility to the public. 
 
Staff’s biggest concern about this proposal is the fact that the fencing would have to be reconfigured 
which would cost about $5,000.  Staff indicated that the accessible ramp from the Teen Center 
might not work, in which case a second ramp costing up to $40,000 would be needed. Riley’s 
recommendation is to keep the Sprayground as part of the pool facility.  It is felt by staff that when 
the Sprayground was designed it was meant to replace the wading pool area.  The General Manager 
stated that the Sprayground was designed to enhance the pool area.  He indicated that if the District 
were to have a water feature for public access it would be in a different area of the Park. 
 



 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes – May 23, 2012        3 

 

Bonato felt the Sprayground is not utilized enough in the pool area, and appreciated all the details 
that went into the staff report. 
 
Dawn Block of Pleasant Hill asked the Board if the costs to redesign the Sprayground were not an 
issue, how the Board would feel about the whole idea of opening the facility for public access. 
 
Donaghu stated that he would be concerned about the staffing costs that it would take to supervise 
the area.  He would also be concerned that it could be a safety issue. 
 
Sterrett felt that when you open a water feature to the public there could be a whole new set of 
potential problems.  She didn’t see the advantage of spending more money on the facility.  She 
didn’t feel that the costs would out weigh the potential risks. 
 
Glover felt that there are things the District can do to make the Sprayground more accessible to the 
public. 
 
Shepard stated that if the District had thought the facility was going to be open to the public, 
different equipment would have been purchased initially.  She also stated that the Board is working 
so much on the new facilities that the Sprayground is not a top priority right now.  Shepard said that 
the idea of changing the Sprayground at this point is a bit overwhelming. 
 
Bonato felt that because the public helped pay for the Sprayground, freer access to it would be 
appropriate.  She suggested that staff consider offering each Preschool within the District a special 
free morning at the Sprayground to increase its use and to help publicize it more. 
 
Different ideas were discussed by all the Board Members which included but were not limited to:  
Free Public Access Days, free days on Holidays, free admission to the Sprayground with a wristband, 
and free days for preschool programs to use as field trips. 
 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT 
    a. UPDATE ON SENIOR AND TEEN CENTER PROGRAMMING PLANS 
         i. TO CONSIDER TEEN AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM FEES (ACTION) 
    b. TO CONSIDER SENIOR, TEEN AND WINSLOW CENTER RENTAL FEES (ACTION) 
 
The Program Committee met on May 10th to discuss the above agenda items.  The Senior Center will 
be much easier to program because there was already a program in place from the old Senior Center.  
The Teen Center concept was discussed in great detail at the meeting.  The programming of this 
facility is going to be more challenging. Three different options were brought to the program 
committee by staff.   
Option A: Free Afterschool Program. 
Option B:  As an introductory special, the first 2 months will be FREE, and then there will be a $7/day 
charge. 
Option C:  Charge $7/day 
 
After the Program Committee’s report, the Board discussed staff’s vision that the Teen Center would 
be used as a daily for-fee after-school day care program for middle school students.  Several Board 
members felt this was not what the voters expected and were concerned that the public would not 
necessarily support the concept.  It was expected that the Teen Center would run fee-based social, 
educational and enrichment programs in conjunction with an open drop-in Teen Center, and that the 
Center should be as close to self supporting as possible.  All the Board members were concerned that 
the Center be revenue-generating and not require significant subsidies to operate and that the Teen 
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Center augment the District’s budget, not draw from it.  Discussion among the board members 
continued on how best to achieve that goal.  
 
The Board majority was not supportive of a taxpayer-funded Teen Center that would be devoted to 
after school middle school students and exclusively a day care set up. 
 
Staff stated concerns about covering costs of the new building and staff time.  The Board agreed and 
encouraged staff to develop programs that will attract teens and generate revenue.  
 
Upon motion of Board Members Sterrett & Bonato, the Board approved a free teenage afterschool 
program pending budget review. The General Manager will make adjustments to the Fiscal Year 
2012-2013 Budget.  
 
b. Staff is in the process of putting together a packet that includes the rental information for all the 

facilities. The goal is to develop a rental application form and an information packet that gives 
details of our facilities, with consistent policies and procedures along with the room and 
equipment fees and charges listed for each facility. Pricing will be reviewed on a yearly basis.  
Staff would like the pricing to be effective June 2012.   

 
Upon motion of Board Members Shepard & Bonato, the Board approved Senior, Teen and Winslow 
Center Rental Fees. 
 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

a. TO CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2012-05-23A, AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2011-12   
(ACTION) 

     b.   TO CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2012-05-23B, PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR FISCAL                  
YEAR 2012-13 (ACTION) 

 
The Budget and Finance Committee met on May 16 to discuss the above agenda items. 
    a. Highlights of amending fiscal year 2011-12 budget include: 

 Adjustments made throughout the budget according to staff reductions 
 Finalizing budget projections to end June 30, 2012. 
 The General Manager is recommending that the District pay the Mt. Diablo Unified School 

District their $25,000 for the swimming pool loan at the Pleasant Hill Education Center. 

 Finished the repairs at the Winslow Center for a total of $34,500. 
 The General Manager is recommending that the District pay for the gas connection service to 

Rodger’s Ranch at $2,800 through PG&E. 

 Projecting that the District will finish off the 2011-12 fiscal year at $19,590 of unallocated 
funds. 

 
The Budget and Finance Committee reported that the District has $154,520 unrestricted monies from 
the 2011-12 fiscal year that can be moved into next year, moved into the FF&E Fund, or it can be 
applied to reserves. 
 
Bonato commented that she would like to see variances shown in the budget instead of using the 
word “amending”. 
 
Glover commented that he did not have a problem adopting the amended budget, but would like to 
see the variances in the future. 
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Upon motion of Board Members Glover & Sterrett, the Board approved Resolution 2012-05-23A, 
Amending Fiscal Year 2011-12. The General Manager will put the necessary budget changes as a 
resolution item on the consent calendar on the June 13, 2012 Board Meeting Agenda. 
 
Highlights of fiscal year 2012-2013 budget: 

 2.75% PERS additional contribution by staff (this will be an approximate savings of $46,000 
for the District. 

 A 2% COLA has been recommended. 
 No furlough days or changes in contributions to medical/dental.  
 A New account titled “Building Maintenance” is included in the budget. 
 Included for the Senior Center and Teen Center is a “custodial and building attendant” 

category for the new buildings. 

 The Communications Budget has been adjusted to reflect Jessie Wusthoff’s website time, 
which has been taken out and reduced from the Senior Center account. 

 Bocce courts at Rodgers-Smith Park will be worked on to improve the drainage.  
 Since staff is recommending that two park signs will be replaced on an annual basis in the 

District parks.  Rodgers-Smith Park will be the first park to receive a new sign. 

 A new sign has been recommended for Paso Nogal Park. 
 A new phone system. 
 Per the Fire District, we may be updating the pool room for access and storage of the 

Chlorine.  Staff is looking into if this is an appealable item. 
 Replacement truck for Park Maintenance. 

 Recommending resurfacing the tennis courts at both the Pleasant Hill Education Center and 
College Park High School.  These would be done in collaboration with Mt. Diablo Unified 
School District and the Pleasant Hill Tennis Club. 

 Non-bond related irrigation system, and trail surface repair work at Pleasant Hill Park. 
 Through the 2012-2013 budget, there is approximately $99,080 in allocated funds. 

 
After discussion this item was tabled until the June 27, 2012 Board Meeting to give an opportunity to 
schedule a study session to review budget items more closely. 
 
 
TO CONSIDER ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-13 REFUND 
APPLICATION FOR LANDSCAPE & LIGHTING DISTRICT #6 (ACTION) 
 
Upon motion of Board Members Bonato & Glover, the Board approved eligibility requirements for 
fiscal year 2012-13 refund application for Landscaping & Lighting District #6 reflecting the 3% S.F 
Bay Area CDI change. 
 
TO APPROVE RESOLUTIONS 2012-05-23C-2012-05-23G, INTENTION TO ORDER 
IMPROVEMENT FOR VALLEY HIGH II, VALLEY HIGH IV, VALLEY HIGH V, WOODSIDE 
HILLS I AND WOODSIDE HILLS III (ACTION) 
 
Upon motion of Board Members Glover & Shepard, the Board approved Resolutions 2012-05-23C-
2012-05-23G, Intention to Order Improvement for Valley High II, Valley High IV, Valley High V, 
Woodside Hill I, and Woodside Hills III.   
 
TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2012-05-23H, INTENTION TO ORDER IMPROVEMENT FOR 
LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING DISTRICT #6 (ACTION) 
 
Upon motion of Board Members Bonato & Sterrett, the Board approved Resolution 2012-05-23H, 
Intention to Order Improvement for Landscaping & Lighting District #6.  
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BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REQUESTS TO STAFF 
 
Bonato made the following announcements/questions: 

 Attended the Relay for Life, and accepted on behalf of the District a small thank you 
certificate for the Sponsorship given to the Relay for Life organization. 

 Encouraged people to drive by Rodger’s Ranch to see the roses. Complimented the Park staff 
for the upkeep at that facility. 

 The Teen Summit is tomorrow from 2:15-5:30. 
 The Seniors annual Memorial Day Party will be this Friday at 1:00 p.m. 
 Winslow Center looks really nice with the cement posts gone. 

 
 
Sterrett made the following announcements/questions: 

 Would like to give a report on the California Special District Association State Board meeting 
at one of our upcoming meetings. 

 Attended the City Council meeting on Monday night which was the last meeting for Terry 
Williamson. 

 The Seniors annual Memorial Day Party will be this Friday at 1:00 p.m. 
 Winslow Center looks really nice with the cement posts gone. 

 
Donaghu made the following announcements/questions: 

 Attended Relay for Life. 
 Will be attending a breakfast at 7:30 tomorrow morning sponsored by EBMUD. 
 Tomorrow afternoon is the Youth Summit at Valley View Middle School. 
 Attended the Chamber meeting again, they had a presentation from a person at Office Depot 

on Purchasing Power. 
 
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The General Manager made the following announcements: 
To date we have the following sponsors for the Blues & Brews Event: 

 Ryan Hayes Insurance- Beer Booth  $350 

 CPHS Athletic Boosters-Beer Booth $350 
 Casey Strand Chiropractic-Beer Booth Sponsor $350 
 Care Indeed $500 
 PH Rotary Club $350 
 General Plumbing $500 
 UFC Gym $800 
 Martin Family Chiropractic $500 
 Pacific Union $350 
 Astound $500 plus $4000 in-kind for commercials 

 
Total of $4,550 in sponsorship revenue. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Board Chair Donaghu adjourned the meeting at 10:55 p.m.  
 
________________________________ 
Robert B. Berggren, Clerk of the Board 


