
    

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
 November 7, 2013 

 

 
 
 

  

The November 7, 2013 Board Meeting of the Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District Board of 

Directors was called to order by Board Chair Glover at 6:31 p.m. in the Meeting Room at the 
Teen Center.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Board Chair Glover led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 

BOARD PRESENT:  Donaghu, Sterrett, Bonato, Glover, Shess 
 
STAFF PRESENT:     Berggren, Lischeske, Thoits, Miller, Spatz, Bradley, Hurtado  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

 
UPDATES ON BOND PROJECTS   
 

The General Manager made the following comments:  
 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

  The wood ceiling trim is being installed. 
   The PG&E transformer is being installed. 

   The irrigation main has been installed. 
   Some of the exterior doors are completed. 

   The Trespa will arrive tomorrow. 
 

He reported that the City/District Liaison Committee took a tour of the facility on Tuesday.  Board 
Member Sterrett commented that the City representatives were very impressed with the building.  
 

PLEASANT OAKS PARK 
The General Manager showed a power point presentation highlighting the history of the District’s 
Measure E Bond projects, and the current status of all the projects.  He commented that all the projects 

have had cutbacks in the scope of the work.  He stated that the budget for all the projects was 29 
million, and the total construction budget was 3.3 million for Pleasant Oaks Park. 
 

In regards specifically to the grade school play structure and shade structure at the park he said that 
the items can still be incorporated into the park, but not with the current contractor. 
 

Board Chair Glover thanked the General Manager for his thorough presentation. 
 
Pleasant Hill resident, Laura Fernandez was present.  She commented that she is concerned about the 

lack of a playground for the grade school age children at the Pleasant Oaks site.  She stated that there 
had been a play structure for that age group and now it has been removed.  She asked what had 
happened to the old structure.  The General Manager said the District tried to use the equipment at 
different sites, but due to playground restrictions it was not compliant with safety codes.   

 



 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes – November 7, 2013        2 

 

All the Board Members thanked Fernandez for attending the meeting and expressing her comments.  

They said they understand her concerns, as well as all the other neighbors affected by the changes at 
the park.     

 

 
Board Chair Glover started the regular meeting at 7:32 p.m. 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER REPORT, KEVIN NEYS– COLLEGE PARK HIGH SCHOOL 
Ex-Officio Neys was not present to give a report. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR (ACTION)  

a. TO APPROVE BILLS TO BE PAID 

b. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2013  
 
Upon motion of Board Members Donaghu & Bonato, the Board approved the Consent Calendar.   

 
UPDATE ON DISTRICT’S WEBSITE 
Marketing Specialist, Jennifer Thoits, was present to show a PowerPoint presentation to the Board 

on the strategy and progress of the District’s website re-design, including the re-branding of the 
separate department sites (Teen, Sport, Senior and Preschool).   
 

The Board was very impressed with the new design and thanked Thoits for her presentation.    
 
REVIEW OF THE WINTER/SPRING SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS    

The Program Committee consisting of Board Members Sherry Sterrett and Zac Shess met with the 
District staff on Monday, November 4, 2013 to review the programs in the upcoming Winter/Spring 
Spotlight.   

 
Board Member Sterrett reviewed the upcoming Spotlight program information with the Board.  She 
commented that the production schedule was very tight this time. 
 

Board Member Bonato commented that it is very nice to see the Community Center come back into 
the Community. 
 

REPORT ON THE CONTRA COSTA SPECIAL DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION QUARTERLY 
MEETING   
Board member Sterrett reported on the Contra Costa Special District Association meeting held 

on Monday, October 21, 2013 at the Contra Costa Sanitary District.   The guest speaker was 
Brent Ives from Special District Leadership Foundation.  He spoke on "Planning for the Future - 
Why Districts Need a Succession Plan".  

 
Sterrett reported that the agenda for the January meeting will be the election of Chapter 
officers and the approval of the 2014 meeting dates.   She encouraged all board members to 

attend the January meeting. 
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BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REQUESTS TO STAFF 

 
Donaghu made the following announcements/questions: 

 He commented on the flyer for the Wine, Women and Shoes event.  He said the location of 

the event was not clear on the flyer.  
Shess made the following announcements/questions: 

 He participated in the ethics training webinar today.  
 He questioned whether District staff has gotten back to Marcia Ribner regarding the “smoke 

free” signage issue in the parks.  The General Manager commented that Recreation 
Superintendent Tina Young and Recreation Supervisor Lance Hurtado have walked Pleasant 
Hill Park to see the best placement for new signage. 

 He stated that the presentation from Marketing Specialist Jennifer Thoits was very well done.  
He commented that the branding of the District is very important both with marketing and 

the actions of the Board Members.  
Bonato made the following announcements/questions:  

 She commented that the City of Pleasant Hill passed an ordinance not to allow gun 

dealerships near the parks within the City.    
 She stated that the AT&T issue at Paso Nogal Park is still continuing.  There has been a 

target date for an Architectural Review Committee of December 5, 2013 for further 
discussion on the issue.     

 She reported that the Historical and Cultural preservation matter is slated to go to the City 

Council as a discussion item only at this time.  She commented that she had met with 
planning commissioner Alex Greenwood at the old school house property, and that there are 
site visits of the property scheduled for November 12, 2013 at noon and 5:00 p.m.  

 She distributed information to the Board for the upcoming Board Study Session. 
Glover made the following announcements/questions: 

 He also participated in the ethics webinar today. 
 He announced that the Hospice Tree Lighting will be on November 21, 2013.   

 
 
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The General Manager made the following announcements: 
 

 He confirmed the Closed Session Meeting on November 13, 2013 at 5:00 p.m.  

 He commented that CPRS District III will be hosting their annual Holiday Luncheon at the 
Pleasant Hill Senior Center this year.     

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Board Chair Glover adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  
 
 

 
________________________________  
Robert B. Berggren, Clerk of the Board 


