
    

 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
July 25, 2013 

 
 
 
 

  

The July 25, 2013 Board Meeting of the Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District Board of 
Directors was called to order by Board Chair Glover at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room at the 
Administration Office.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Board Chair Glover led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
BOARD PRESENT:  Glover, Donaghu, Bonato, Shess, Sterrett  
 
STAFF PRESENT:      Berggren, Lischeske, Blair, Young, Miller, Bradley 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

 
TO CONSIDER PLEASANT HILL BASEBALL ASSOCIATION STORAGE FACILITY AT 
PLEASANT OAKS PARK (ACTION) 
 
The General Manager reported that the Land and Facility Development Committee consisting of 
Board Members Dennis Donaghu and Zac Shess have met on a number of occasions with the 
Pleasant Hill Baseball Association regarding finding a suitable location at the Pleasant Oaks Park site 
for the storage facility.   
 
Board Member Donaghu stated that after careful review of various sites within the park, the 
Committee and the Baseball Association came to a consensus that the best location for the shed 
would be adjacent to the north parking lot. Donaghu commented that the placement of the shed 
would reduce the parking by three spaces. 
 
Mark Rolandelli was present; and commented that the recommended placement of the shed would 
be less visible if placed by the north parking lot.  He stated that he has spoken with the neighbor 
closest to this area, and that the neighbor’s main concern was if he would still be able to access his 
gate.  He commented that the District would also be using the shed for storage of some of the 
smaller park equipment used to maintain the Pleasant Oaks site.  
 
Board Member Bonato expressed concern regarding the new parking design and the safety of 
children crossing the street.  Rolandelli commented that cars having been parking on the street for a 
long time and that the new parking design, along with increased signage, will make it safer for 
children to cross the street. 
 
Board Member Sterrett asked about the design of the building itself.  Rolandelli explained that the 
building will have ramps for access of the equipment, and that the outside of the unit is hoped to be 
vandal proof. 
 
Board Member Bonato asked about signage and landscaping for the building. She would like to 
soften the look of the building so that it is not so industrial looking.  Rolandelli and the General 
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Manager stated that signage and landscaping will help to “soften” the look of the building, but that it 
will need to be built tough to discourage vandals. 
 
Board Chair Glover thanked the Pleasant Hill Baseball Association and the District staff for all their 
hard work on the plans for this site.   
 
Upon motion of Board Members Bonato & Donaghu, the Board approved the proposed utility 
building on Hawthorne Drive in Pleasant Oaks Park to be constructed by Pleasant Hill Baseball 
Association as presented.  Including the parking along Hawthorne Drive in exchange for the lost 
parking spaces within the parking lot contingent on the parties agreeing on appropriate legal 
relationship with respect to the ownership and maintenance of the building and placement of 
signage on the exterior of the building to be approved by District staff.  
  
TO CONSIDER DATE FOR BOARD TOUR OF THE COMMUNITY CENTER AND PLEASANT 
OAKS PARK 
 
The General Manager stated that he will be scheduling the annual Board tour of facilities for 
August 22, 2013 at 4:45.   
 
UPDATES ON BOND PROJECTS   
 
The General Manager made the following comments:  
 
The General Manager distributed copies of the updated Bond Projects budget and the current change 
order list. He reported that most of the change order issues listed have been resolved. 

 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

  The Truss issue is scheduled to go into mediation. 
  The paving will be completed July 30th and 31st. 

Board Member Donaghu asked when the glass work will begin.  The General Manager said he 
will find out and let the Board know. 

  The General Manager shared the latest budget for the Wine, Women & Shoes Fundraising Event. 
The Board would like a monthly report on this event, and would like to see the fundraising 
coordinators hours included in future budget figures. 

PLEASANT OAKS PARK 

  The General Manager reported that there is a potential exposure issue with the gas lines at the 
park.  The General Manager commented that the hope is that the bioswell can be built around 
the gas lines so the lines do not have to be relocated. If the line does need to be relocated, the 
General Manager is hoping that the city of Pleasant Hill will deem the project a “franchise” move 
so that PG&E will need to do the work. 

  Park Bond Coordinator Lynn Spatz was present and distributed catalogs showing potential 
playground equipment for the park which had been requested from the Board at the previous 
meeting. 

 
 
Board Chair Glover started the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
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CONSENT CALENDAR (ACTION)  
a. TO APPROVE BILLS TO BE PAID 
b. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF APRIL 25, 2013, AND MAY 30, 2013 

 
Board Member Bonato complimented staff on the thoroughness of the minutes. 
Upon motion of Board Members Bonato & Donaghu, the Board approved the Consent Calendar.   
 
TO CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2013-07-25A RESCINDING RESOLUTION 2013-06-13, 
APPROVING THE FORM AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE EXECUTION OF 
CERTAIN LEASE FINANCING DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE REFUNDING OF THE 
DISTRICT’S 1997 CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION AND THE REFUNDING OF THE 
DISTRICT’S 1999 CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION AND APPROVING THE FORM AND 
AUTHORIZING  THE DISTRIBUTION OF A PRELIMINARY PRIVATE PLACEMENT 
MEMORANDUM, ALL IN CONNECTION WITH THE OFFERING AND SALE OF 
CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION RELATING THERETO, AND AUTHORIZING AND 
DIRECTING CERTAIN ACTIONS WITH RESPECT THERETO (ACTION) 
 
The General Manager stated that recently interest rates have risen dramatically. He commented 
that the District has had continued discussions with Jeff Land, Rick Brandis and Briant Quint who 
have all agreed that the District would receive more favorable interest rates by shifting from a 
public bond company to a private bond company.  This way the District could lock in an interest 
rate and secure better savings.    
 
Rick Brandis was present. He commented that if the Board approved the agenda item the closing 
date for the documents would be August 1, 2013.  Board Member Bonato asked if there would be 
additional risk of the District using a private company versus a public company.  Brandis 
commented that the process would actually be easier.  Bonato asked how the prepayment process 
would work with the private corporation.  Brandis explained that the rates would be locked in for 
eight years as opposed to ten years.  He stated that payments would be made bi-annually. 
 
Upon motion of Board Members Donaghu & Sterrett, the Board approved to consider resolution 
2013-07-25a rescinding resolution 2013-06-13, approving the form and authorizing and directing the 
execution of certain lease financing documents relating to the refunding of the district’s 1997 
certificates of participation and the refunding of the district’s 1999 certificates of participation and 
approving the form and authorizing the distribution of a preliminary private placement 
memorandum, all in connection with the offering and sale of certificates of participation relating 
thereto, and authorizing and directing certain actions with respect thereto.   
 
TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) TO   
UTILIZE PLEASANT HILL PARK AS AN ASSEMBLY AREA (ACTION) 
 
The General Manager stated that the District received a request from the Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) regarding the utilization of Pleasant Hill Park as an assembly area for the 
Pleasant Hill’s CERT team.  He commented that CERT has also requested to store some equipment on 
the Park site in the storage container behind the pool area in preparation for a potential disaster that 
could occur in this area.  The General Manager said that the required Memorandum of Understanding 
is currently being reviewed by District Attorney Mark Cornelius.  
 
Jim Bonato, from the Pleasant Hill CERT Team, was present.  He updated the Board on the history of 
the group, and stated that the group has broken the City into four different assembly areas to be 
activated in a disaster.   
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The Board Members commented that they appreciated all the hard work this group has done in the 
preparation of a potential disaster in the Pleasant Hill area. 
 
Upon motion of Board Members Donaghu & Sterrett, the Board gave approval for the General 
Manager to sign the memorandum of understanding between CERT and the District subsequent to 
the District’s Attorney’s approval of the wording in the document.  
 
TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) TO 
UTILIZE PLEASANT HILL PARK PARKING AREA FOR A PUBLIC AWARENESS DAY 
(ACTION) 
 
Don Mayo, CERT representative, was present.  He stated that CERT is requesting the use of Pleasant 
Hill Park’s parking lot for their Public Awareness Day on Saturday, November 2, 2013.  He gave the 
Board information on this Community disaster preparedness event.  He commented that he hoped 
that the Teens would have the Snack Shack open for the event, and that the Seniors would have a 
registration table at the event to sign up new members. 
 
The General Manager stated that he would like Mayo to work with Recreation Superintendent Tina 
Young, and Park Supervisor Tom Bradley on the logistics of the event.  
 
Upon motion of Board Members Sterrett & Donaghu, the Board approved the request from the 
Community Emergency Response Team to utilize the Pleasant Hill Park’s parking lot for their Public 
Awareness Day on November 2, 2013, and for the District to become a co-sponsor of the event.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
     PRELIMINARY BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 
 
No public was present to comment on this item.  The Public Hearing was closed. 
 
TO CONSIDER RESOLUTION 2013-07-25B ADOPTING FINAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2013-2014 (ACTION) 
 
The General Manager reviewed the resolution and commented that as requested the budget will be 
re-visited in the fall by the Board.   
 
Board Member Bonato commented that she would like to have some scheduled study sessions with 
the Board to discuss budget items.  Board Member Shess commented that he would like to see an 
outline of what would be highlighted at these study sessions; he would like the meetings as 
structured as possible. 
 
Upon motion of Board Members Bonato & Donaghu, the Board approved resolution 2013-07-25B 
adopting final budget for fiscal year 2013-14 as amended and presented by staff.  
 
REPORT FROM PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

a. TO REVIEW FALL PROGRAMS AND THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

Board Member Sterrett reviewed the fall programs included in the upcoming Spotlight as presented 
by staff to the Program Committee at their July 15th meeting.  Sterrett distributed the updated 
monthly report on the Teen Center completed by supervisor Katrina Hunn.  Sterrett commended 
Hunn for her thoroughness of the report.  She distributed a report from Senior Center Supervisor 
Kendra Luke on the Senior Trip program. 
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REPORT ON CONTRA COSTA SPECIAL DISTRICTS QUARTERLY MEETING 
 
Board Member Sterrett attended the quarterly meeting for the Contra Costa Special Districts 
Association on Monday July 15, 2013.  Sterrett reported that at this meeting Federal Glover spoke 
regarding his goal of developing the marine water ways of Contra Costa.  She commented that she 
felt this was one of the best programs that she has attended. 
 
BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REQUESTS TO STAFF 
 
Sterrett made the following announcements/questions: 

 She acknowledged the great accomplishment of the Senior Center’s 3000 memberships. 

 She felt the joint meeting with the City of Pleasant Hill was good, but not long enough. 
 She attended the Chamber of Commerce’s Affordable Care Act conference which she found 

very informative. 
 
Donaghu made the following announcements/questions: 

 He felt the joint meeting with the City of Pleasant Hill was very light. 
 He attended the Chamber of Commerce Board Meeting.  The Chamber has hired a part-time 

employee to help Ann Luke with her duties.  They will be subleasing part of their office to the 
Community Focus. 

 
Bonato made the following announcements/questions: 

 She acknowledged the accomplishment of the Senior Center membership numbers.  

 She reported that she met with AT&T and the City of Pleasant Hill at Dinosaur Park to 
discuss placement options for a cell tower at the park.  She attended a meeting in 
Kensington regarding cell towers; they have proposed putting antennas on poles in their 
area.  She announced that she learned a lot at the meeting in regards to alternative designs 
for the cell towers.  

Shess made the following announcements/questions:  

 He announced that this Saturday is the Blues & Brews Festival. 
 He is on a baseball team that is now playing in Pleasant Hill, and he commented on how 

great the fields are in Pleasant Hill. 

 He drove by the “story” poles at Pleasant Hill Park, and was very excited to see the progress 
there. 

 He said he too was a little disappointed in the joint meeting with the City of Pleasant Hill.  
 
Glover made the following announcements/questions:  

 He reported that he will be meeting with the General Manager and Hospice regarding the 
tree lighting in Pleasant Hill.   

 
STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The General Manager made the following announcements: 
 

 He said that the District received a check for $120.00 from the Garden Study Club for 
planting in the Pleasant Hill Park. 

 He announced that the District received a check from the Sherman Acres Home Owners 
Association in the amount of $2,890.55 for the purchase of new items for the park site  

ADJOURNMENT 
 Board Chair Glover adjourned the meeting at 9:03 p.m.  
 
________________________________  
Robert B. Berggren, Clerk of the Board 


